




















ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

mpact Services has a long history of developing
I]obs by creating new businesses. The most suc-
cessful was Impact Archives that provided more
than 100 jobs for neighborhood folks over 18 years.
A companion business, Impact Copy now in its 13th
year serves the litigation community from its center
city location. This successful business has provided
5o individuals with work during that time period.

“Impact Services has a long history of
developing jobs by creating new businesses.”

In 2008 we returned to the golf course mainte-
nance business accepting a contract to operate the
Walnut Lane Golf Course. This Alex Findlay designed
course has 14 of the original 18 holes remaining and
is ideal for beginners and accomplished players.
Management of this golf course gives us the oppor-
tunity to provide 25 jobs for the community as well
as students attending the W. B. Saul Agricultural
School.

The Building Materials Exchange is a greening
business that we have operated for over 25 years.
With a membership of more than 500 and a small
staff of 8 we have saved hundreds of tons of ma-
terials from the landfill. Catering to low-income
individuals, many homes across Philadelphia have
been renovated at roughly 20 percent of the actual
cost. The BME has provided jobs for more than 175
individuals since opening.

Impact’s housing programs took a major step for-
ward in 2008 under Impact Community Development
Corporation with the start of a 50-unit homeowner’s
development: The Twins at Powder Mill. The project
provided more than 5o construction jobs for union
employees and provided 30 first-time homebuyers
with an opportunity to build wealth. The project is
scheduled to complete in April, 2009 and all houses
sold by July, 2009.

Another housing project and expansion of our
Homeless Veterans continuum was approved and
will create 30 union construction jobs and provide
32 additional beds for veterans putting their lives
back together. Our $13 million tax credit request was
approved for Hancock Manor Corporation; creating

a minimum of 30 union construction jobs. Minority
participation in all of our projects has been very
important to everyone associated with Impact.

Small business is the heart of Philadelphia
development and is a key component of sustainabil-
ity in the general Kensington Community. From our
early involvement as a “Small Business Incubator” at
124 Indiana Avenue, up to our ongoing management
and involvement with three business associations,
Impact has always recognized the vital community
role played by local businesses.

Impact first joined the American Street Corridor
Business Association in 1982 and accepted manage-
ment of the organization in 1990. In 1997 the Erie Av-
enue Corridor was added to the Association. In 1999
Impact joined the Kensington and Allegheny Avenue
Business Association and two years later accepted
a leadership position in the organization. The K& A
Community has since completed a comprehensive
plan to revitalize the commercial strip and surround-
ing housing stock while increasing the leadership po-
tential of the residents. To date eight new businesses
have moved onto the Avenue creating 22 jobs. In
addition, roughly $5 million has been invested in the
area by developers and interested businesses.

In 2005 we established the Aramingo Business
Association and in 2008 Philadelphia City Council
awarded the Association a Business Improvement
District a major focus of which will be to provide a
clean and safe environment for businesses to thrive.
The BID will create 9 jobs and help retain the hun-
dreds of employees already working on the strip.

Impact will assist our newest development—
Aramingo Crossing—with a loan through our Office of
Community Service Grant. This $40 million develop-
ment will create 100 union construction jobs and
250 permanent jobs. The Lowe’s Home Improvement
Center and Chick-fil-A pads have been started and
they are expected to be open for business in late
2009. The Impact Loan Fund will focus on businesses
involved in the Associations and surrounding areas.

Other Impact businesses over the years include;
Paint Contracting, Landscaping, Demolition, Stucco,
Clean and Seal, Lot Cleaning, Education Kits, Golf
Course Management and a Riding Stable.
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